FORT ST. JOHN DORMITES
1947 to 1966

MEMORIES
LAST A
LIFETIME
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September 25, 2021
To Those Who Read These Dormitory Memories;
This is a collection of pictures and stories of young people who were residents
of the North Peace Dormitory 1947-1966. Students in Grades 9 to 12 from rural
communities such as Montney, North Pine, Rose Prairie, Hudson’s Hope, Cecil
Lake and as far as Muncho Lake, Lower Post, Cassiar, Wonowon and along the
Alaska Highway had the option of living in the dormitory to complete their high
school education. The dormitory was supervised by a matron and a girls and
boys supervisor and two to three full time cooks.
For the most part they are the second generation of the pioneers of the North
Peace. Well behaved happy students in a well organized life by the matron in
co-operation with the School board and parents these students achieved on
average higher marks than the students from the city who lived at home.
Dormitory students went on to become Teacher and Superintendents of
Schools, Lawyers, Medical Doctors, Nurses, RCMP, Veterinarian, Engineers,
Managers of Oil Companies, Realtors, Self employed Contractors, Farmers,
Mechanics, Ranchers, Game Guide Outfitters, Domestic Engineers.
In the years spent in the dorm these students learned many social and
leadership skills, discipline and the ability to do one’s best in whatever vocation
one chooses. They also fondly remember and value the close friendships and
memories made there in the Dormitory many years ago that have remained all
their life.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Edith Schmidt (Parker)
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THIS COLLECTION OF PICTURES AND STORIES IS DEDICATED TO
THE MEMORY OF ALL THOSE FORT ST. JOHN DORMITES WHO HAVE LEFT US
Until We Meet Again
These special Memories will always bring a smile.
If only we could have you back for just a little while!
Then we could sit and talk again just like we used to do
You always meant so very much and always will too!
The fact that you're no longer here will always cause us pain.
But, you're forever in our hearts; until we meet again!!
Bill Abbott, Maureen Abbott Kramer, George Asp, Jerry Asp, Doug Babcock,
Leslie Bazely-Robbins, Pat Blenkin-Smith, Ivan Bovee, Grant Chapple, Gordon Chapple,
Henry Chapple, Wendy Cheesman, Dorothy Clarke-Reed, Kaye Clarke, Dr. Robert Clarke,
Ernie Comer, Jane Framst-Stock, Ken Framst, Floyd Germain, Dale Johnson,
Dwen Johnson, Karen Musgrove-Johnson, Tom Larkin, Delmer Lundquist,
Evelyne Lundquist-Smetniuk, Clayton Martin, Margaret Neudorf, Marlyse Parker-Nicholson,
Phillip MacLachlan, Percy Nelms, Doug Nicholson, Roy Nicholson, Chuck Nicholson,
Carol Oakley, Bobby Parker, Donnie Pearson, Sherry Powell-Cushway,
Margaret Rankin-Large, Louise Robbins, Bruce Simpson, Lillian Tilton-Sutherland-Pearson,
Gunder Thompson
There may be others but are not forgotten.

Those we love
Don’t go away
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near.
So loved, so missed, so very dear.
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Happy Reading from the “Collectors”
Edith Parker-Schmidt and Margaret Mertler-Little
Having the privilege of collecting, scanning and organizing this Collection” has been an
amazing experience. Thank you to all for sending and sharing your pictures and stories on
our Fort St. John Dormites’ Facebook page organized by Lorraine Groger-Ward, Norma
Dean Bovee-McCrea, and Edith Parker-Schmidt.
The 2021 version of the Fort St. John Dormites is truly a collection of pictures and stories
from various public sources. They are not in any particular order so more pictures and articles
can be added at a later date. Although the quality of some of the pictures and stories is not
great, the memories are still a treasure.
Apologies in advance for the quality of pictures and stories as some are from photocopies, for
incorrect spelling of names, order of pictures, and whatever else one may find. Stories have
not been edited. The 1987 Reunion book has been scanned even though the quality is not
what we have today. The stories and pictures bring back many memories. In this Collection
you will find:
Reunion from 1957 – 1987 including stories and pictures.
Pictures and stories from the Past
Additions of pictures and stories 2021 to ……
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Picture taken June 1957
The school dorm opened in May 1947 and was in full-time operation for September, 1947. A
polio epidemic created a problem for students’ graduation that school year. Graduation was
not a happy event. The following is a write-up found in the 1953 yearbook.
From the Alaska Highway News
Here is a snippet of history for you. The Dorm History says: Mrs. Elizabeth Spence Dorm
Supervision 1956 - 1962. In an article called "Dormitory School Days" Alaska Highway News.
The dorm was established in 1948 to provide accommodation. ............Old army buildings
were purchased for a nominal fee by the school board.
The following information was taken from various sources such as the “Dorm Reunion,
1957 – 1987, the Fort St. John Dormite page, and pictures from the Fort St. John Museum.
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Fort St. John Dorm, Peace River North #60
The school dorm opened in May 1947 and was in full-time operation for September, 1947. A
polio epidemic created a problem for students’ graduation that school year. Graduation was
not a happy event. The following is a write-up found in the 1953 yearbook.
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From Evelyn Myhre-Hassard – names on next page
Evelyn Myhre-Hassard.
1952 – from Sherry (Thompson) McDonald: ..."the first I knew of dormites was when Mary
Smith and Marjorie Scheck went to the dorm.. I don't know who the matron was. When I went
there was a Mrs Kinaird ( I think that was her name) She was only there for a year. Buster
Peace and Ronald Nickleson also went to the dorm before I went as well. That was probably
around 1952 or earlier."
1953/55 - Clayton Martin, Malcolm Lucas, Joe Loucks, Alvin Germain, Bev Parker, Johnny
Parker, Cathy Smith-Busche
1956 – Bev Parker, Maxine …. Bennett and I were also there in 1956, the year they graduated.
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Transportation to and from the dorm was pretty much hitchhiking with neighbors and Uncle
Emmett sometimes gave them a ride. People weren't travelling to town much in those days.
There were small country stores for groceries at Montney, Rose Prairie and North Pine.
Uncle Emmett and Aunt Alice boarded teachers at their place at North Pine in the early years.
They had the North Pine store.
From Joyce Parker-Holmes
In 1950 I stayed there for two years till Gr 11. Janice Wood, Nelda Wood, Joan Smirl all were
in there at that time. They were not the first to stay there and can't remember the name of the
matron but she was very nice

Len Lucas
I was in the Dorm.
From 1951 until 1954.
Great to see all the names of my fellow Dormites .
A good friend who’s name I don’t see included was Gunder Thompson from Rose Prairie.
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Back Row:
Sheila Atkinson, Linda MacLachan, Lorraine Groger, Margaret Neudorf, Connie Thompson,
Jane Robinson, Doreen Chapple, Carol McKenzie, Maureen Abbot, Marie Hopkins, Kaye
Clark, Ethel Houle
Second Row:
Delphine Lundquist, Leslie MacLachan, Elayne Lundquist, Eva Ness, Arlene Drschiwiski,
Sandra Krueger, Marion Beyer, Carol Oakley, Janey Framst, Marjorie Tilton, …. Eklund,
Margaret Mertler, Edith Parker
Third Row:
Floyd Germain, Billy Updahl, Jay Hetrick, Doug Babcock, …… Marshall, Jerry Asp?
………………., ………………, Art Torrie, Elmer North, Gordon Chapple, Tom Larkin
Fourth Row:
George Asp, Ken Framst, Ellen Groger, Bridgette Glatzell, Jean Cembrowski Laura Holden,
Mrs. Cheesman, Judy Kinna, Marion Beyer, Eileen Orr, Larry Solodan, Lyn Bovee
Front Row:
Kilian Jungen, Gary Jeannotte, Doug Nicholson, Gary Hetrick, Ray Giesbrecht, Monty
Nelson,Laverne Neuford, Lorne Dirschiwiski, Keith Wick, Gordon Haw,Terry Sequin, Lorne
Drschiwiski, Norman Watson
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Dorm Reunion 1987

One of the organizers....six of us met at my
house starting in Feb and planned this
reunion. We had so many laughs and told so
many stories into the night. We had a ball
planning this.

Linda Tompkins was also one of the organizers. Master of Ceremonies Floyd Germain.
He was so funny and did a great job
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Eileen Orr-Babcock and Dorothy Clarke assisted in organizing the dorm reunion.

Maureen Abbott helped to organize
the event.

Kaye Clark was one of the organizers
Talented with singing and playing the guitar.
Kaye was always full of laughter and kindness
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Back row, Margaret Rankin, Edith Parker, Ronnie Stewart, Jim Parker, Gary Stewart, Elmer
North, Toby Nelson Front row, Mernie Pearson, Dale Pearson Kilian Jungen, Monty Nelson,
Harold Bell, Jaye Hetrick,

Eileen Orr, Gerald Abel, Maureen Abbott, Clifford Brekkaas, Mrs Cheesman, Elmer
Westergaard
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Back row, Jean Thompson, Mrs Groger, Leo Copes, Leslie MacLachlan, ?, Betty Stewart,
Ellen Groger,? Carol Oakley, Mrs Cheesman, Dave Cuthbert, Front row, Gary Cushway,
Marjorie Neudorf, Linda MacLachlan, Marlyse Parker, Connie Thompson.

Back Row: Floyd Germain, Wayne Cheesman, Harvey Wood, Brian Stewart
Front Row: Margaret Mertler-Little, Florence Smith, Dorthey Clark, Kay Clark, Mrs.
Cheesman
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Back row, Elayne Lundquist, Doug Babcock, Jewell Babcock, Kay Wilson, Margaret
Peterson, Monty Nelson, Sharlene Lundquist, Mrs. Cheesman, Gordon Chapple Front row:
Carole MacKenzie, Marjorie Tilton, Delphine Lundquist, Doreen Chapple.

Back Row: Eric Tompkins, Caroline Tompkins, Caroline Pollon, Leslie Bazley, ? Watson,
Sherry Powell, Mrs Cheesman, Ivan Bovee, Front row, Lynn Bovee, Ernie Comer, ? Pollon
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Art Brekkaas, Jean Cembrowsky, Bernie Smith, Mrs Cheesman

Doreen Chapple

Florence Smith
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Gerald Abel

Connie Thompson

Ernie Comer

Floyd Germain and Eileen Orr-Babcock
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Some of the boys, Jaye Hetrick, Kilian Jungen, Doug Babcock, Floyd, Elmer North.

Wayne Cheesman, a dormite who became
School District #60 Superintendent. He played
piano for our dorm dances with the Lyle Landon
orchestra....as well as other events…very musical.

Mrs. Noel Sculthorpe was our Home
EC teacher. She taught us sewing
cooking, etiquette and was a very
distinguished lady!
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Mike Chambers, Boys’ Supervisor.
He was also our gym teacher. I’ve never
forgotten those ice cold showers
after a hard workout.

Marjorie Miller also one of our girl supervisors!!
always with the perfectly coifed red hair,
always there for us with words of
wisdom, or to get us back down to earth!
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Jean Thompson-Mensik and Hubby. Jean was
one of our girl supervisors after her Mom,
Mrs Spence (dearly loved by us all).

Lyle Landon played for all our dorm
dances with other members of his band.
Montney, Rose Prairie, Cecil Lake as well
as many wedding dances etc in the area.
He played a mean saxaphone as well as
other instruments. He was our bus driver
and janitor as well. He was so enjoying the
reunion!! He was always willing to listen
to each of us, I remember. Another nice
guy in our lives back then.
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Head table dorm reunion, Mike Chambers, Mrs. Groger, Jack Cheesman, Mrs Cheesman,
Gordon Schulthorpe, Mrs Sculthorpe
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Fred Schmidt and Edith Parker –
smootchy cootchy!

Pat Blenkin-Smith and Ernie Comer
having a visit with Eileen Orr and
Delphine Lundquist in the back.

Linda MacLachlan -Tompkins and Eric
Tompkins twirling the dance floor!

Dr. Richard Wood (Vet ) and Linda Wood with
Glen Aalhus and Bernie Smith and Florence Smith
at front.
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Leo Copes and Floyd Germain
having a chat or plotting!

Jack and Alma Cheesman enjoying the
dance!

Doug Babcock and Eileen Orr cutting the rug!
Norman Watson says that he got kicked out of the dorm
for attending his stag before marrying Eileen!
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Floyd Germain and
Leslie MacLachlan-Bovee on the mike!

Gordon Chapple's 40th!!

Dorothy Clark and Elayne Lundquist having a wee nip.
Edith says, “Yes, it was. The evening of the dance we were all having
such a great time Carl Plemel from the Immaculata hall gave me the
keys and said "Lock up when this is over". The dance went on till I locked
up at about 4:30 am. Good time by all!!”
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Doreen Chapple talking with Donnie and Edith Peterson.

The twins Linda and Leslie MacLaughlin with Dorothy Clark.
These girls were having way too much fun!
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Some of the girls having a great time. Kay's daughter, Marlene Amundson Seymour, Kay
Wilson-Amundson, Carole MacKenzie, Leslie Bazeley-Robbins

Eric Tompkins and Kilian Jungen
sharing a joke on the mike.

Monty Nelson came from Ontario for the
reunion. He is a chiropractor.
Dr. Beaumont Nelson.
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Some of the dormites, Harold Bell, Jim Parker, Kilian Jungen enjoying the night.
Jim Little doing video to the left.
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PICTURES/STORIES FROM THE PAST
Facebook Page From Lorraine Groger
I was inspired to set this face page up when I received a photo from Norma Dean BoveeMcCrea of so many signatures inside a girls’ dorm wardrobe. Wondered how the boys got to
sign...Ken Jeannotte says over the roof and in through the window lol!!!
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Snippets from the Dorm
Ken Jeannotte:
I was there for 2 yrs. 62/63 and 63/65, grade 9&10. Mrs Cheeseman first yr and an ex army
guy and his wife. (Mr. & Mrs. Roth) I remember the thurs. Nite sock hops. The twist had just
hit and we had gone to the weekly movie nite in Taylor and saw "The Peppermint Twist" with
Joey and Ricky Dee. The next nite at the hop we started twisting and when Mrs. Cheesman
saw this the music stopped and she said "NO TWISTING". She wrote that every thursday nite
for the rest of the yr.
Connie Thompson
I was there for 3 years. Then I went off to Van. I remember the first night when Janie Framst,
Vern Goodings and I were being bused from Cecil Lake. It was such an adventure to think of
meeting so many new kids from other districts. Janie and I talked about being nervous and
asked Vern if he was. "Nope" not him, he said. Our grandmother, Mrs. Spence was matron at
the girl's end. Then Aunt Marion and Aunt Marje also had that position. I don't know if Aunt
Marion was there that much (maybe just replacing Grannie on weekends sometimes).
Lorraine and Ellen will know that.
Margaret Little
I stayed in the old school dorm ever though we were only 15 miles from town but it was on
muddy roads. We were picked up on Sunday night and taken home on Friday - didn't want
the rowdies in town on the weekend lol!! When Brian my brother went to Grade 8, Bert Bowes
had been just built, he missed out on the dorm experience. It was a great time for sure with
Mrs. Cheesman at the helm, one didn't get away with very much - of course, I was such an
angel.!!!!
Dave Constable
When I made it to NPSS in fall '73, we still had something called 'dorm Nights' in the
gymnasium. I think that 2ce a week, the Dorm students had the gym for sports , and other
students (West Town and East Town...bus students were at home) were able to join in, I
cannot remember how much longer the Dorm was open.
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Many of you have memories of Granny Spence, girls matron. She passed away after a stroke
in 1967 here in Vancouver. Mother of ten children, she was much loved. Her daughters, Marj
Miller and Mom - Marion Groger -followed in her footsteps and loved the dormites in their
lives.
Elayne Erickson
I still picture Mrs. Spence in her lovely dresses and suits, and her gorgeous pastel hair
colours that she got done every week. Oh, and her twinkly eyes!
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Norman Watson and Lorraine Groger-Ward
on the steps of the old dorm.
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Linda Solodan-Fairgrieves on the steps of the old dorm’s ‘girls’ entrance. Not sure what year
this was the photo isn’t dated. Possibly taken by Sandra Watson-VinceLinda Fairgrieve
graduating from NPSS.

Norman Watson outside the old dorm
taken by Norma Dean Bovee-McCrea

Connie Thompson and Lorraine Groger-Ward
on the steps of the old dorm, girls’ entrance.
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Picture of some Fort St John dormites. 1953. Left to right: Dolly Babcock -Bev Parker -Doris
Armstrong-Maxine Opdahl-Evelyn Tilton.

Pictures from Kilian Jungen
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Doug Babcock and Eileen Orr!
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Larry Solodan and Nora Frocklege

Kilian Jungen, Gordon Chapple, Doug Babcock, and Larry Solodan;
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Lorraine (Groger)Ward and Norman Watson.

STORIES FROM THE PAST – A COLLECTION
Edith Parker-Schmidt:
OK, I've been waiting for some of you to write some I remember stories....Well, I remember
when I went into Grade 9 and to stay at the dorm, my dad said to me " If you go in there and
fool around and don't pass your grade, you will have to get a job and go to work. Your mother
and I can't afford to pay for your fooling around". They paid $24. per mo I think it was and that
was alot of money in those days. So I made sure I passed my grades as well as have a good
time. They gave me $2.00 allowance per week. You could buy french fries at Yipps for .25
cents....nylons at Saan Store for .39 cents....go to a show for .50 cents. After awhile I started
helping the cooks in the kitchen making toast etc for breakfast and got paid I can't remember
how much. I would walk to the School Board Office and Mr Vince the Secretary Treas. would
give me a cheque every two weeks. That was pretty cool.
Elayne Lundquist-Erickson
Remember how well separated the girls and boys ends were? Any glimpse of the forbidden
area was a cause for giggles - boys and girls! Doug Nicholson was the rascal prankster who
was always trying to sneak a peek into the girls end. On day the girls caught him sneaking a
peek around the corner in the corridor by the kitchen. I wish I could remember who actually
grabbed him and hauled him into the bath room and shoved him into the shower and turned it
on. It was hilarious, even Mrs. Spence had a grin on her face as she watched these
shinanigans from down the hall. I think he gave that activity up as a bad cause after that.
Dougie could always bring a smile to my face and frustration to Mrs. Cheeseman's!
I just now remember that one of the cooks (the one Ellen pushed into the oven) was named
Mrs. Heidlbough (sp)! She was little, bustled around, and had a mop of white curls. And she
didn't put up with any nonsense in the kitchen! Does someone remember what the other
cooks name was? She had a very deep voice.
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Marjorie Copes
I didn’t know you made toast for breakfast. I remember peeling veggies, doing dishes, setting
tables and clearing tables. We were so fortunate to be able to get an education and have so
many friends.

Pictures and Stories 2021 to………
Lorraine Groger-Ward
We’re looking for bios! Want to catch up on 50 or 60 years here and so nice to reconnect with
many of you. Here’s a brief bio on me, and I hope each of you will post something about your
life since Dorm Days! Those were some special times in our informative lives.
So, after grad I worked at the Royal Bank in FSJ for one year while waiting for my dorm
roommate/friend/sister-in-law Norma Dean Bovee to graduate and move away to exotic
places with me. We moved to Medicine Hat (so exotic!) and lived with her grandfather for one
year, then to Vancouver where I have been ever since except for a brief stint in Toronto
where Norma Dean stayed on to be with her future husband.
In Vancouver I worked at various jobs, primarily The Keg where I spent ten crazy, hard
working, fun filled years. (Not sure how I survived those years but they were amazing.) We
grew from nine restaurants to 150 and at corporate office we all kind of grew up together. I
then became Controller for Umberto Menghi (Umbertino’s) so the restaurant industry has
been a big part of my life.
Married Michael Ward in 1984 and had two children, both with autism. It has been an
incredible journey with our little loves and as a result I became very involved with Community
Living BC, helping to set up the crown corporation which serves our loved ones. Part of that
journey involved commuting from Vancouver to Kamloops on a weekly basis to have our son
receive the therapies he needed, and that led to helping set up a therapeutic centre here in
the Lower Mainland for kids with autism.
Finally I decided to be my own boss and set up an accounting business, and after retirement
decided to rent out our tiny cottage via Airbnb, which was great for six years until Covid hit.
Now it is just rented month to month but nice not to have to do so much laundry but missing
out on meeting people from all corners of the world.
I’m thrilled to be in touch with so many dormites from our young days and do hope that you
will post a bio as well! The North will always been in my heart and in my roots and I visit
yearly with lots of family still up there. Thanks for listening, now tell us about You!
Marjorie Tilton Copes.
I graduated in 1964 and worked in Fort St John for a year. I married Leo Copes and moved to
his family farm in Cecil Lake. We farmed, became involved in the community, and raised
three wonderful daughters. We eventually sold the farm to nephews and moved to Grande
Prairie, Alberta where Leo worked for the Feeder Association. Our children had made Grande
Prairie their home so we were on hand as they raised our eleven grandchildren. We have
enjoyed down hill and cross country skiing, horse back riding, hiking, dancing, gardening,
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games and travelling. We are active in our church, community and enjoy socializing. We are
looking forward to having covid restrictions behind us!
Norman Watson
Hi, I posted this to my story but am not sure exactly where it will show up after high school I
worked for Tompkins contracting, then Haliburton, they transferred me to Edmonton but did
not like the cement jobs at Slave lake area. Went to work for the army on road surfacing
crew, the summer I turned 21. Worked for Don Sewell fencing in a swamp, worked on the rigs
out of Fort Nelson for couple of winters, hired on with West Coast Energy in 1968 -1997.
Married Mary Jo Filgate in Feb. 1969, Son Shale born April 15 1970 while living in Macleod
Lake. Moved to Fort Nelson in 1973, our second son Jade was adopted Oct. 1974 as a 10
day old baby, lived there till 1979, moved to Willow Flats 1979 for about 15 years, bought an
acreage close to Chetwynd in 1994. Mary passed in 2009 from cancer. Met Marie Nelson in
2011 and partnered up 2012. Getting old so sold the acreage, bought a house and moved to
Tumbler Ridge. Likes through the years include golf, snowmobiling, fishing, camping,
cooking, playing horse shoes. Holidayed in Hawaii, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Alaska,
Arizona, Nevada, California, Florida and the Yukon. We have been cooped up the last year
due to covid but have spent our summers at Moberly Lake. Between the two of us we have
11 grandchildren, three great grandchildren and one more on the way we are truly blessed.
Gary Jeannotte
Okay you asked for it. I only spent 2 years in the dorm, grades 9 & 10 (1961 - 63). I took
grade 11 in Prince George and when I came back for grade 12 there was school bus service
to Pineview. Last day of school I picked up my report card, packed my bags and moved to
the metropolis of Fort St. John. I got a job with Moore equipment as a gofer/partsman (thanks
to Mike Chambers for the heads up) and so my work life (paid employment) started. I
returned to farm life after 2 years and worked with my Dad until 1970. Summers on the farm,
winters traveling, mostly to Nelson BC where brother Ken was going to art school. Winter
1970 went traveling to Europe where I met and married Jackie Carlile. Not a war bride but
probably a similar experience. Back to Canada and settled in the Lower Mainland where we
are to this day. Traveling has always been our thing. We met traveling and with Jackie
working for CP Air and Air Canada, we were able to keep it up to this day, returning from SE
Asia just before Covid hit. We have 3 children and 4 grandchildren. Son Neville lives nearby
in Port Moody, daughter Lindsay is in Nanaimo and daughter Danielle is in Edmonton. I
worked in the auction business, as a roofer, had a small moving business (5 years), the
compressed gas/weldng supply industry (30 years) and BC Ferries (8 years) retiring in 2016
at the age of 69. I was going to work until 70 but finally came to my senses. Love retirement
as I have been able (until last fall) to come to FSJ and help brother Vic take of the crop. It will
always be home. Thank you so much to those who started this site. It's been a blast.
Lorna Miller-Grohs
Hi to all the dormites. I married had 5 children Then moved to Hudson hope where my
husband worked at the dam , then off to Creston for a year and back to Prince George where
we have been for 51 years , I worked for 30 years at Woodward and the Hudson Bay retired
at 70 now I enjoy my 9 grandchildren and most special of all is my great grand babies love
them so much
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Elayne Lundquist-Erickson
I can do this! Thanks for the suggestion, Lorraine. After Grad in 1962, I moved to Fort Nelson
to work in the CIBC where I met Barry, my husband-to-be. We moved to Calgary still with the
bank. We had one son in 1964. Barry passed away in 1988. I was working for Texaco
Canada at the time, still in Calgary. In 1990 I married my friend Cam and we moved to
Victoria, where I went to work for the TD Bank, the Pay Less Gas office, then An Insurance
and Real Estate Company. In 1997 Cam passed on, and in 2005, I retired and moved back to
Calgary to be close to my son and his family. I have 3 older granddaughters, and one who is
9. I spend Friday afternoons with her as the school lets them out at noon. (I wonder if we
were that smart when we were 9? ) No great grand kids yet...that is okay. It is up to them to
decide when the time is right. I love to read. And I actually edited a book once! Now days, I
just do as I please when the mood hits me. And what Covid allows! I do love all the
information and new on our Dormite news! I'm looking forward to more...
Connie Thompson
My birthday is Nov. but I probably wasn’t counted as one of the seven because I went off to
Vancouver and stayed with my Aunt and Uncle for grade twelve. I don’t want to write up a
whole life history, mostly because it is too long! I will say that I was retired and now only half
retired. My passion in retirement has been dragon boating. I have been to Italy, Australia and
Hungary to the Club Crew Regattas that happen every two years. My team is called Titanium
and we are 60+ Women. We have not got any gold but we did get silver and bronze. Canada
is the toughest competition. We were not able to go to France last summer. That is probably
it for competitive world’s for many of us. We are still hoping to compete in the fall in Montreal
though. I had a mild case of Covid in Nov. 2020. I would like to hear what others are doing in
enjoying their retirement years.
Linda Solodan-Fairgrieve
OK, 50+ years in a nutshell! I was in the old dorm for grades 9 & 10, 1963-64. My only
transgression was skipping school with Norma Dean, Sandra & ? to go to the carnival. Of
course we got caught, I think our punishment was detention. I made some great girlfriends in
the dorm, the boyfriends weren't bad either!
In 1967 I married Dave and we moved to McLeod Lake (90 miles north of Prince George).
Our daughter and son were born in PG while we were there. In 1970 Dave was transferred
back to FSJ where we lived for the next 34 years. I worked at the FSJ hospital for 23 years
doing medical transcription.
In 1996 Dave retired from Westcoast Energy and we spent many winters with friends in
Arizona. We moved to Kelowna in 2004 and are still here awaiting the end of the pandemic.
Our daughter lives in Chilliwack and our son in Lethbridge. Unfortunately, no grandchildren.
Edith Parker-Schmidt
Value of friendship, getting along with people, handling school work, money and responsibility
are some of the things I learned in the dorm. These were building blocks for my future that
I've found served me well throughout my life. After graduation, I had no plans except get a job
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and make money. The WAC Bennett dam was being built and the city of FSJ was booming. I
began office work at the Co-op.
There were many young people around and lots happening. My future husband Fred was
working at Overwaitea as meat cutter. We met at Jeannette Brandt's BD party when I was 15
but we didn't date until after graduation when I went on a blind date with him to the Dawson
Creek rodeo. We fell in love and were married May 1965. We've been together in all the joys
and challenges life brings and have had many adventures. Life isn't boring!! We raised three
sons who are all Oil Co. Reps in the Peace River country. We have five granddaughters and
one grandson and one great grandson. I've worked at Fort Motors, SD#60 Admin office, FSJ
Hospital. Asst Accountant, Admitting Front Office Supervisor, RE/Max Realtor for 16 years. I
loved real estate and retired when I was 65. We lived in Parksville after retirement and Fred
had a boat, he fished we had alot of company. After seven years we missed our kids and
tried one year in the north but because of the longer winters we moved and settled in Vernon,
BC. Our lives have been rich with experiences and friends and family. Dormites are always
welcome to stop in anytime you're in the Vernon, Armstrong area!!
Edith

I recognize the students. They are from North Pine Elementary school. Irene Smith, Kay Clark, Gary Jeanotte,
Dorothy Clark, Floyd Germain. Wayne Cheesman. Joyce Crook. Lyle Lansing. Margaret Mertler (peeking
through), Wendy Cheesman
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